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Roger Poppen – April 19, 2015 
 

Series Theme: Lessons From The Master 
(Matthew 5-7, the “Sermon on the Mount”) 

 
Unifying Theme – The righteousness of authentic followers of Jesus. 
 

 “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (5:20) 

 
 5:21-48 – the ______________ righteousness Jesus requires. 

 
 6:1-6,16-18 – the __________________ righteousness Jesus requires. 

 
 
The General Principle is Stated: 
 

 (6:1,ESV) - “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other 
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward 
from your Father who is in heaven.”  

 
 The Issue: ___________ do we do “religious things”? 

 
 

 5:16 – “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
 

 The difference: doing good things to ________________ others toward 
God vs. doing good things to ________________ others about us. 
 
 

 
The Principle is Illustrated: 
 

 In _________________ (6:2-4) 
 
 

 In _________________ (6:5-6) 
 
 

 In _________________ (6:16-18) 
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Common Denominators: 
 

 The sin of _____________________ (6:2,6,16 
 
 

 The remedy of ________________________ (6:3-4a, 6. 17-18) 
 
 

 The promise of _____________________ (6:2,4,5,6,16,18) 
 
 
 
Bottom Line: the ________________ that drive our religious activity 
determine whether we are _____________________ rewarded by 
human adoration or ___________________ rewarded by our 
glorious and gracious God. 
 
 
 

For Personal and/or Small Group Reflection 
(From LifeGuide Bible Study by John Stott) 

 
1. Jesus illustrates the principle of verse 1 by focusing on three religious 

practices: giving, praying and fasting. What images come to mind when 
you read about the hypocrites in verse 2? 

 
2. What does Jesus mean when he says, “But when you give to the 

needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” 
(v.3)? Why is this important (vv.2,4)? 
 

3. In what ways are we tempted to be hypocritical in our giving? 
 

4. What was wrong with the way hypocrites prayed in Jesus’ day (v.5)? 
 

5. In what ways to hypocrites pray today? 
 

6. Why and how is our praying to be different (v.6)? 
 

7. How do you think the reward the Father will give us (v.6) differs from the 
reward we receive from others (v.5)? 
 

8. In verse 16 Jesus assumes Christians will fast (although few of us do).  
Why and how should we fast (vv.16-18)? 
 

9. Fasting was a way that people were trying to seek the approval of 
others. In what other areas are we tempted to seek the approval of 
people rather than of God? 

 
10. How can this passage help to purify our motives? 


