
Ready To Be Blessed? 
Matthew 4:23-5:3 

Roger Poppen – January 18, 2015 
 

Series Theme: Lessons From The  Master 
(Matthew 5-7 = The ‘Sermon on the Mount’) 

 
Jesus’ Audience: His ___________________ disciples and 
________________  inquirers (5:1; 7:28). 
 
 
Jesus’ Purpose: to ______________ the righteousness and lifestyle 
___________________ of kingdom citizens. 
 
 

 “….unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
(5:20). 
 

 “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.” (6:33) 

 
 
 
“Blessed” (5:3-11): from ‘makarios’ = favored, approved, 
____________________ by God. 
 

 A state of _________________ as determined by God’s verdict, 
not a state of _______________________ as determined by 
life’s circumstances. 

 
 

 The Beatitudes (5:3-12):  the ____________________ that 
characterize and bless kingdom ___________________.. 

 
 
“Poor in Spirit” (5:3): 
 

 What it’s not: 
 

 It’s that personal conviction of spiritual ___________________ 
and total ________________________ on God’s mercy (cf. 
Matt. 18:3; Luke 18:14; I Peter 5:6; James 4:6) 

 
o “Thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits 

eternity; whose name is Holy. ‘I dwell in the high and holy 
place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the lowly….” (Isaiah 57:15) 
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o “This is the one to whom I will look; he who is humble and 

contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.” (iIsaiah 66:2b) 
 
 

 We become “poor in spirit” when we acknowledge God’s 
_________________, holiness and ________________. 

 
 
“Kingdom of Heaven” (5:3): 
 

 Already here (4:17,23; 5:3,10) 
 Still to come (6:10) 
 Something we enter (5:20; 7:21) 
 Something we seek (6:33) 

 
 “Kingdom”=  that _____________ tense _________________ 

of ‘every spiritual blessing in the heavernly places’ (Eph. 1:3), 
because Jesus the Lord occupies and rules our hearts. 
 
 

 “Kingdom =: that ____________ tense __________________ in 
the new heaven and earth, when Jesus returns to complete the 
redemption and restoration of corrupted creation. 
 

 “Kingdom” = wherever Jesus _______________. 
 
 

 
For Personal and/or Small Group Reflection 

 
Read Matthew 4:18-5:1 and 7:28-29. Who is Jesus’ audience?  In which group 
of listeners would you put yourself? 
 
What types of people does the culture normally consider to be blessed? 
 
Share with one another how you were “blessed” in 2014. 
 
What does Jesus mean by “blessed”?  Is that what you meant in previous 
question? 
 
Regarding the first beatitude (5:3), how would you define “poor in spirit”?   How 
would you describe the opposite? 
 
How does one become “poor in spirit”? What’s the promised blessing? 
 
Regarding the “kingdom of heaven”, do you have it? On what basis do you 
know? How would you help someone who wants to ‘enter’ the kingdom? 


